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August 23, 2019 

PK Diffenbaugh, Superintendent 
Paul Anderson, Capital Facilities 
MPUSD 
540 Canyon Del Rey Blvd., Suite #1 
Monterey, CA. 93940 

Subject:  Monterey High Stadium Renovation and New Athletic Field 

Dear Sirs: 

The Monterey Vista Neighborhood borders the Monterey High school campus on 3-plus sides.  
We are a neighborhood of approximately 1,400 residences which will be impacted by the 
changes to the Monterey High School stadium renovation and new athletic field. The initial 
study and mitigated negative declaration is very limited and does not address many of the 
neighborhood concerns. 

The Monterey Vista Neighborhood Association is very concerned about the impacts of the 
proposed project on our neighborhood.  We wished, as a part of our neighborhood, that MPUSD 
had reached out to the neighborhood to be part of the process earlier.   

In August, the Monterey Vista Neighborhood Association Board of Directors asked MPUSD to 
have a neighborhood informational meeting and site visit for the neighbors to better understand 
the project.  In addition, we asked for MPUSD to extend the comment period.  Both were denied. 

We do not adequately know what the project is.  We do not see elevations which are usually a 
requirement.  There are no examples of how the project, especially the four new very tall lights, 
would look from our streets.  This includes from the adjacent streets and also from the streets and 
the houses up the hills on all sides.  Would the new lights tower above our pine and oak trees?  
At night, would they blind and obscure our nighttime views of the distant hills and Monterey 
Bay?  We are hoping such questions would be answered in a future EIR. 

The City’s general plan says that “quiet neighborhoods” are encouraged. We need to know that 
this project fits within the City of Monterey's General Plan as far as noise, lighting, traffic, 
parking. We hope that the upcoming EIR shows compliance with regard to these concerns.  

Within the upcoming EIR we would expect to see actual examples of the new LED lights, 
including the strength, brightness, and height as proposed.    
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In addition, we are concerned about the noise associated with the project; the public address 
system, the announcers, the advertisers, the air horns and the crowd noise.  Will the project be 
compliant with the City code for decibels and hours of enforcement? 

The initial study and mitigated negative declaration conclude there will be no impacts. The new 
project's issues appear to be incongruous with the declaration of the initial study.  
    

The EIR needs to answer questions on the effect of this project on the Monterey Vista and Old 
Town Neighborhoods.  Below is a starting list:  

1.  The lighting and its effect on homes near and far up the hills.  
2.  The noise:  announcers, music, crowd, added traffic and hours of use.   
3.  Parking.  Where will the cars park, how many cars in the neighborhoods, what type of parking 
enforcement will be in place?  Can the streets be restricted to resident parking only? 
4.  Traffic.  How many cars will be added weekly to surrounding streets, due to the MHS sports 
field usage? 
5.  Police presence.  What will be the extra demand of police for events and are they available? 
6.  Property Values.  What does this project do to the property values of the homes in the area? 
7.  Civic Center Act.  How does the district plan on complying this Act? 

We support Monterey High School and accept that there are impacts to our daily lives.  Adding 
new impacts to the nighttime hours is the big concern.   Request that you seriously consider all of 
our comments and those of all the other concerned neighborhood associations and residents.   
  
Please include Monterey Vista Neighborhood Association on the mailing list for this project 
going forward.  Mail notices to MVNA, Attn:  Pat Venza, 241 Soledad Dr., Monterey, CA. 93940 

Sincerely, 

Pat Venza  
President, Monterey Vista Neighborhood Association
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