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To:  Mike McCarthy, Christine Davi, Clyde Roberson, City Councilmembers, Planning 
Commission and Planning Staff 

Re:  Overwhelming opposition to installation of cellular antennas within MVNA and other R1 
neighborhoods  

Date: November 12th, 2017 

 

From the many emails, discussions on our nextdoor.com website, and the large crowd at 
the October 5th Zoning Administrator meeting, the Board of the MVNA voted unanimously to 
oppose the current request by Extenet to install cellular antennas for Verizon within our 
Monterey Vista neighborhood. We believe that within a residential R1 neighborhood, 
residents should be able to decide if this type of service is desired or not. Although we 
believe that a robust wireless network for cellular phone calls is desirable (which exists), we 
strongly oppose the visual impacts, the added stress to our aging utility poles, and unknown 
and/or perceived health consequences of high-frequency wireless 4 and 5G data streaming. 

From the limited research, we have been able to conduct so far due to the short notice 
given to residents on this topic, we find: 

A: Monterey Vista residents value their views! We have been pushing hard to underground 
utilities, and do not want more antennas and equipment installed on either existing or new 
utility poles. R1 neighborhoods are not a place for utility pole blight!! 

B: The current Extenet/Verizon plan to install unsightly antennas and equipment is likely 
only the first of many similar projects that competing cellular carriers will undoubtedly 
submit. Thus we feel it is important to stop this now, before our residential neighborhoods 
are further impacted by what we feel is an unwanted invasion of our neighborhood. 

C: While no studies or plans for monitoring the impact of the cellular radiation on health 
were shared at the October 5th Zoning Administrator’s meeting, there is a definite perceived 
risk to health that has a direct impact on many residents. These impacts include radiation-
sensitive residents, close proximity to our three schools within MVNA, and our hilly terrain 
that aims antennas directly into resident’s living and bedrooms. Such information should be 
provided to residents. Existing information appears to be based on much older cellular 
technologies, with much lower frequencies and power emissions.  
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D: Many residents are worried about their home values being decreased by nearby cellular 
antennas -- by both view and perceived radiation impacts. Sellers are required to disclose 
potential nearby hazards, and would need to include this information in any sale. 

E: We live in an older neighborhood with well-perforated utility poles due to our healthy 
woodpecker population. The extra weight on these poles increases the risk of overloading 
and exacerbating fire danger such as with the 2007 Malibu fires. Our area is well endowed 
with oaks and pines that are stressed due to the drought, and any added fire risk to our 
neighborhood is unacceptable.    

F: Last year in 2016, the City Council amended their Wireless Ordinance to comply with 
national standards which weakened the ability for residents to defend themselves. We will 
continue to work with the city to strengthen their codes to defend itself against powerful 
corporations wanting to intrude into local neighborhoods without the resident’s consent. 

We thus look forward to an open dialogue with the City BEFORE any decisions are made 
with regard the current plan by Extenet to install antennas for Verizon, AND to find a more 
solid path forward to involve residents in the planning process of similar projects within 
neighborhoods. 

 

Regards, 

 

 

 

Hans Jannasch 

MVNA Board President 


