
Interested in controlling gophers without poisons or traps? An owl box draws 
barn owls into your neighborhood and puts them in charge of your pest 

control! Learn how to build and set up an owl box for your yard or garden here:
https://www.ucdavis.edu/one-health/how-to-build-an-owl-box

The Monterey Vista Neighborhood  
Association (MVNA) is one of fifteen 
City of Monterey neighborhood asso-
ciations that represent the residents of 
Monterey.

Our goal is to preserve and improve the 
quality and character of our neighbor-
hood areas. 

Our services include review and com-
ment on selected city programs, pro-
posed ordinances, and building  designs.  
We provide assistance to members in 
resolving neighborhood concerns.  

Message from the 
MVNA President 
Dear Neighbors,

How do you feel about the City having 
codes that residents are expected to fol-
low? I’ve often wondered. 

Is monitoring City codes part of why 
MVNA exists, as well as advocating for 
change to some codes and enforcement 
of most? Do codes improve or hinder our 
lives? I’d like to hear your thoughts.
Should MVNA be involved in pressing 
the City to enforce codes, when in fact it 
is our own neighbors who violate them? 
Should we work together to change 
codes we don’t support, or add codes we 
need? Have you wondered why Mon-
terey Vista is such a beautiful neighbor-
hood and how we got that way? Are 
codes vital to maintaining that beauty? 
Or do codes restrict our individual liber-
ties? 

I recently heard a story from a Mon-
terey friend who had neighbors move 
into the rental next door. The renters 
were young and light hearted and lik-
able. They were in abundance as well, 
in order to afford the steep rent. The 
renters began to park some of their 
many cars on the front lawn. My friend 
approached the main lease holder to talk 
about this; it was a good conversation 
but not all that easy as the renter started 
to take issue with my friend who asked 
him to not park on the front lawn. My 
friend explained the city code, that in 
Monterey we can’t park vehicles on the 
front set back and that this code made 
for a more beautiful city. (Sec 38-23 
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D.5.b.) Luckily, the renter understood that this code was a reasonable mandate and 
he understood my friend’s request. The cars on the lawn ceased; his wide and long 
driveway accommodates up to five cars and the street has easy street parking, so all 
was well. 

Another example is the great change led 
by our previous president, Susan Nine, 
in banning the use of gas leaf blowers 
in residential neighborhoods. Yes, the 
ban means residential neighborhoods 
transitioned to electric leaf blowers and 
absorbed the cost of such change, but 
in exchange 
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Message from the MVNA President
Continued from previous page

To comply with state guidelines to prevent the spread of 
Covid our monthly Monterey Vista Neighborhood Asso-
ciation board meetings are held virtually, usually the first 
Monday of each month on an online conference applica-
tion from 6:00 to 8:00pm. You are welcome to attend any 
of these virtual Board meetings, or to suggest agenda 
items to share your concerns.  Please contact a board 
member for more information.

Web: montereyvistaneighborhood.org 
email: mvneighborhood@gmail.com

we received cleaner air and a decrease in noise. Should we 
work to expand this ban to commercial areas as well? Or 
just wait for 2024 when all 2 stroke gas tools can no longer 
be sold in CA? Is that 2024 law fast enough or would a 
broader ban on the use of gas combustion leaf blowers be 
worth it to the residents? How long can we afford to delay 
further reductions in our carbon footprint? What is the 
environmental cost of delaying a full ban on leaf blowers 
throughout the city?

My last 
example 
is a recent 
decision 
by the City 
Council to 
overturn 
the Plan-
ning Commission’s enforcement of the City’s 4 foot limita-
tion to front fences. By one vote, this code was overturned 
in one specific instance and now the appellant’s 6 foot 
fence legally abuts the sidewalk. I spoke against allowing 
the exception to the code, as not representing a unique set 
of circumstances and not the answer to the circumstances 
argued (those of traffic noise and homeless trespassers). I 
argued (representing only myself) 
that six foot fences along the 

I know I am not alone when I say that I value the 
assets this neighborhood has to offer. The tree-lined 
streets wind through and weave together the land-
scape where we all live. We enjoy an abundance of 
parks and spaces for us to walk, bike ride, meet for 
a game of tennis or bocci ball, choose a book from 
a “Little Free Library,” or play and picnic with our 
guests, friends, and children.

Continued on page 4

In addition to these assets, and unique to our neigh-
borhood, are three schools that share residency 
within its boundaries.  Nestled into the contours of 
our streets and thoroughfares are Monte Vista Ele-
mentary School, Colton Middle School, and Monterey 
High School.  All three schools built in the early to mid 
1900’s share a rich educational legacy marking the 
vision and values of Monterey’s civic leaders to offer 
quality education for their growing community and 
youth. History also documents how these schools and 
the neighborhood have enjoyed close relationships, 
living side-by-side as neighbors, where the integration 
of both has been seamless and supportive. 
And so, it is in the spirit of continuing this rich his-
tory of neighborhood stewardship for our schools 
that a working group was formed last September 

Continued on page 4
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sidewalk in question would result in continued traffic noise, the same potential encroachment as a four foot fence, and 
an ugly city. How would you have voted? Was this one more example of the adage “it’s easier to ask forgiveness than to 
get permission”? 

Perhaps in each newsletter we could include a code and how 
that code applies to MVN and why the code exists. We could learn 
together and work together for enforcement or change, as the case 
may be. Let me know. 

-- Jean Rasch, MVNA President

Message from the MVNA President   Continued from page 2

with neighborhood, high school, and school 
district representation with goals to broaden 
understanding of the unique roles each play in 

supporting students in their educational pursuits, deepen our relationships to serve as reciprocal resources for 
one another, and create a transparent and interactive communication platform from which to exercise those 
goals.  This group is called the Neighborhood and Schools Collaborative.  

Founding members of the collaborative are Beth Wodecki, Assistant 
Superintendent for Secondary School Education, Thomas Newton, 
Principal of Monterey High School, Hans Jannasch, Neighborhood Rep-
resentative and myself, Elizabeth Jannasch, Neighborhood Representa-
tive. The mission statement co-created by this group reads:

Participants of this group share a commitment to facilitate 
direct communication and collaboration among our neighbor-
hood, our schools, the district office, and the school board for 
the well-being of our collective community.

The Collaborative has established monthly meetings to share ideas, 
answer questions and address issues of concern. Tom Newton shares 
a monthly Neighborhood Newsletter previewing school activities and 
home sporting events which is posted on the MVNA website, and we 
continue to reach out to district superintendent PK Diffenbaugh and 
our elected board trustees to join in relevant conversations around issues of mutual interest to neighbors and 
their schools.  

One such issue has been the continued impact of light trespass from LED campus lighting for neighbors living 
closest to the high school. While the school had changed out incandescent bulbs around campus for the more 
energy-efficient LED light, the unshielded lights are three times brighter with nightly campus illumination and 
the flooding of light into homes facing the school until they are shut off at 10:30 pm. 

Continued from page 2
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Continued on next page

Neighbors’ requests to address this issue with 
the district came to the attention of the Collaborative and an evening walk around campus was accomplished 
March 9th with superintendent PK Diffenbaugh and Amanda Whitmire, board trustee. The meet-up resulted in 
a district order for campus lights with shielding, reduced height light poles in the campus quad, and the addi-
tion of motion detection sensors to light pathways for janitor work, safety, and security in the evening hours. 

Most recently we collaborated with Monterey High School to offer neighbors an overview of its programs 
and a student-led tour of the grounds prior to their annual spring Open House, April 21st. Hosted by principal 

Tom Newton, program representatives articulated 
the goals of the academies and CTE (Career Techni-
cal Education) programs the high school offers. The 
event showcased many of the academic achieve-
ments of the students, artwork, music, dance, and 
theater performances.

The importance of effective communication between 
our neighborhood, our schools, and MPUSD, has 
never been more critical for our youth. Even without 
taking into consideration the stresses imposed on 
them during this pandemic, our youth are experienc-

ing far greater challenges in accessing a robust and progressive education. An ever-growing number of stu-
dents are economically disadvantaged or homeless (nearly 50% of MHS students) and require assistance from 
their schools for food, supplies, and mental health support to keep their life goals and dreams in sight. The 
historically common distribution of public sponsored bond monies for school rehabilitation is a luxury of the 
past, and an unlikely source of funding for our schools in the future.

The Collaborative recognizes the unique, and equally 
essential roles neighbors, schools and district repre-
sentatives have in caring for our youth. Neighbors are 
resources for their school community. The possibili-
ties are endless to incorporate the diverse skill sets of 
neighbors to enhance the educational experience of 
students by supporting them to identify their passions 
and broaden their awareness of career opportunities. 

Our schools have a finger on the pulse of the daily 
challenges our students experience. With precious 
little time, our high school leaders are challenged to 
help them negotiate a forward-leaning education in 
safe and secure facilities with the tools of education 
that will prepare them for work and career options 
upon graduation. In attending a recent school play and walking the campus with students during their open 
house event, it was encouraging to see and feel the energy and enthusiasm of our youth for the future.

Our unified school district is challenged to provide leadership for all the schools, their administrative staff, and 
students under their jurisdiction. This, at a time where the demand for essential infrastructure updates face an 
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exponential rise in costs to stay ahead of our 
aging schools. Attending an in-person or virtual 
board meetings has been informative, increas-

ing my awareness of the issues of concern for all schools in the district.

Statements from MPUSD leadership found on their website speak to a process that connects both neighbor-
hoods and schools by welcoming “community driven solutions for local students…with local control and ac-
countability of provisions to ensure the proper use of funds.” The fourth goal of our elected Board of Trustees 
states they are charged to, “communicate budget priorities and allocations clearly and transparently to the 
public and ensure an inclusive budget creation process that engages multiple stakeholders.” These statements 
of intention recognize the importance of sharing the priorities and projects of our schools with the communi-
ties they serve. The Collaborative seeks to deepen our neighborhood engagement in this process with our 
school and district leadership. 

While we might easily count the more visible assets we enjoy in our neighborhood, perhaps more elusive to 
measure are the less visible assets that we create in this neighborhood where we live. Because how can we 
measure the value of the stewardship we extend to one another as we meet-and-greet on our daily walks, 
share news in over-the-fence chats, or lend a hand to a neighbor in need? These assets not only grow a neigh-
borhood but create the culture that defines it. 

 To that end, preserving the long-standing stewardship our neighborhood has with its three schools has never 
been more important. The Neighborhood and Schools Collaborative welcomes your questions, issues of con-
cern, ideas, and resources for our schools. That we have always taken an active role and interest in how our 
schools grow, is a true measure of the care we have for our schools and the youth who attend them. Please 
send your ideas to my email below. 

In addition, the Collaborative invites our school, district, and elected board partners to reach out to neighbors 
as well, as we move forward together to collaborate in caring “for the well-being of our collective community” 
and the youth who need us now. 

--elizabeth Jannasch    Neighborhood and Schools Collaborative    ejannasch@mac.com
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