
 
 

 

August 27, 2019 

Dear Hans, Gari and Nancy, 
 
Thank you for meeting with me yesterday. As I mentioned to you all, there has been a lot of misinformation 
about the Monterey High Stadium Improvement Project. Despite efforts to assuage concerns with a Frequently 
Asked Questions (FAQ) document and a neighborhood meeting at the high school with Principal Newton, it is 
clear that concerns still remain. It is my hope that this communication can clear up remaining concerns and 
ease some fears.  
 
The following represents a Draft Field Use Policy that addresses many of the concerns you and others have 
raised: 
 

1. The district fully intends to follow the rules that previously satisfied the neighbors outlined in the 2007 
document titled “Rules for Use of the Monterey High School Field and Stadium.” The document states:  

 
a. There will be no use of the field and stadium on Sundays. 
b. No use of the fields by the school may begin before 8:00 a.m. on Saturdays and must end by 

sunset. 
c. Loud speakers used by the school shall not begin before 9:00 a.m. for any event. 
d. No portable lights may be used on the field or practices fields by non-school groups. 
e. Non-school related group use shall not begin before 9:00 a.m. and must end by 5:00 pm on 

Saturdays--on weekdays use of the fields must end by 6:00 p.m.  
f. Non-school related groups shall not use a loudspeaker system.  

 
2. In addition to the details outlined in the 2007 ”Rules”, and in order to address concerns that have been 

raised, MPUSD draft policy will create further restrictions for use of the MHS Stadium. These include: 
 

a. The field will not be rented out to non MPUSD entities for evening/night practices or games or 
any other events that require lights or loud speaker for any reason, including weekends.  

b. There will be no practices by MPUSD or others that require the use of lights on Saturdays or 
Sundays.  

c. Lights may be used for Monterey High home football night games. The total number of regular 
season night football games requiring the use of lights will be limited to 5 games per regular 
season. 

d. Lights may be used for select games throughout the year by other Monterey High field sports 
(soccer, field hockey, and lacrosse) during the months of October to March only. These games 
generally end around 7pm and lights will be turned off soon after the conclusion of the game. At 
no time on game days will lights for field sports other than football be left on later than 8pm. 

e. Lights may be used for football and other field sports night playoff games as warranted when 
individual teams qualify for the Central Coast Section playoffs. The day and time of the games 
will be determined by the Central Coast Section and will likely be only one or two per season.   

f. Lights may be used for field sports practices during the months of October to March only. 
Practices for field sports generally end around 7pm and lights will be turned off soon after. At no 
time will lights for practices be left on later than 8pm. 
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g. Field sports games that draw large crowds on night games will have security to direct cars to 
overflow parking at the district office and designated city parking areas if necessary. 

 
With these additions, the neighborhood can keep all the restrictions outlined in the 2007 Rules and add 
assurances that, except for 5 times a year for regular season and potentially 2 times a year for playoff games, 
the lights will be restricted to use between October and March and will be shut off no later than 8 p.m. 
 
I am hopeful that understanding this proposed accommodation of the neighborhood, which extends above and 
beyond what was agreed to in 2007, will ease some of the stated concerns and the neighborhood associations 
will support the project.  
 
Please let me know if my proposal fully addresses the concerns of your associations. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 

 
 
PK Diffenbaugh 
Superintendent, Monterey Peninsula Unified School District 
   
 


